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Licorice (Glycyrrhiza spp.) is the most important ingredient for the Japanese Kampo medicine and the traditional
Chinese medicine, and has been reported to show various pharmaceutical functions. Liquiritin (LQ) and its aglycon
liquiritigenin (LQG) are major licorice flavonoids classified as a phloroglucinol. Our screening of components of licorice
extract revealed that LQ and LQG activate melanin synthesis in melanoma cells. In this study, we elucidated the molecular
mechanism of melanin synthesis activated by LQ and LQG. In addition, we investigated the intracellular accumulation
and target protein of LQ and LQG using anti-LQ/LQG monoclonal antibody (anti-LQ/LQG mAb). LQ and LQG activated
melanin synthesis in mouse (B16-F1 and B16-4A5) and human (HMV-II) melanoma cell lines. LQ and LQG enhanced the
expression of tyrosinase (Tyr), TRP-1, and TRP-2. Molecular analysis suggests that LQ and LQG activate the p38 and PKA
signaling pathways leading to the MITF expression. Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) using anti-LQ/LQG
mADb indicated that LQ and LQG cannot be detected in cellular lysate, and Western blotting using anti-LQ/LQG mAb as the
primary antibody demonstrated that LQ binds to an approximately 35-38 kDa protein. These results suggest that LQ and
LQG enhance melanin synthesis via the activation of p38 and PKA signaling pathways by binding to an approximately 35-

38 kDa protein.
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Wp P TNFETAT = VEREWHT 2 KA O
B L 2 OEHEF I T 2B T L Vs, £
T VA EFET B RREEWITHET 28513474 <
AT VAR ERET S ETHRENARHE T, AKX
WRLENPFE SN Z 0, SNOLDOWENE TN T
W,

HEIT I O 7 HICEA SN D EE 2 A3 T,
PORIE, L7 LVF —, PUEE % &%  OFERAH ST
W2 Y F2HEIE, R SIS HIRE v SR

il

Analysis of the mechanism of action
of constituents from licorice root using
monoclonal antibody against natural
compounds

Takuhiro Uto

Department of Pharmacognosy, Faculty
of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Nagasaki
International University
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Al JeTH 2 EH% SR, HEOFOEFNE~D
MO E > TB Y., HEI X 255 ORERERAT /T #
FPICHT AR TV AR 5T w5,

Tald, TN FTIH30FBEOWMERRW T 5
HRE 70 —F ik (mAb) OFERICKIILTE Y,
ENHEHWET v A RO FOIIER T o TX
72700 BB, TROMEMEAWE RN mAb 2 Y —
Ve LT, BEEELISAR Fy b7 8y MIX b4
EREORSE. Yt X BRI OISR )R
WNAIHEH, EAMESDAREZT 74 =254 —5 5 LT
F L. BERGBRE T R E 2 A SRR 5 O A SR A7
W72 Eols & B LT &2 MY, 22 TARZRIE.
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FEDIEG b « PURAE, LS A BURTER 72 &4 % e bERE % +F
DI EIHEENTVS Y, Lo Lads, HEIF 2
oD AT = BEANDOEEIET 2 EFIXIEE A LR,
ARZEDOHIFERBRE LT, HEZF ZRGD X 7 = VG
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LQ :R=Glc
LQG:R=H

1 LQ 3LV LQG DILFBE

oo ZZTARBIZEIR, ZLDICLQBLIUTLQCGD AT =~

BTG AER, S5 2HET 25T

RV TFIMBEGT~OREBEZRIT L, S5ICLABLY
LQGIZH 9 %5 mAb (JiLQ/LQG-mAb) k4 5 Z & T,
LQ B L 'LQG DA N ZEB) & 53 FHE M OIFHT 247 - 72,

2. £ B&

2. 1. #HpEE

B16-F1 X 0"HMV-I1IZ ECACC, B16-4A5 |3 RIKEN
Cell Bank & ) A F L 7z, B16-F1 B X U8 B16-4A5 (&
10% FBS & 47 DMEM ¥ #fi, HMV-I1iZ 10% FBS & A
RPMI1640 573 TH; 28 L 72,

2.2, XSZVESXERFE

HINE % 24-well plate 12 1x10"cells/well THEFE L. 1 H
Rk, LQD LLRLQGEZRM L7z, 3 HE 1%, Mili%
120 uL @ IN NaOH T L. 415 nm OWLEAE ~ {1 7
07l =) —=F—TllEL, *F=ViEERZIE L7

2. 3. HHRRIBTEMHIRERIE

HHREAE#1E 3- (4, 5-Dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2, 5-diphenyl
-tetrazolium Bromide (MTT) #:% 7z, B16-F1 Mz
96well plate {2 0.2x10"cells/well T— Mk 2 L, LQbH L
AFLQGEH®ML7z 3 HHIF %, MTT (5 mg/mL) %
10 UL 28 72 VICHRIL, SHICA B E L. TRk
L7z MTT-formazan % 100 uL ® 0.04N HCl-Isopropanol {2
THMRL, ~f7a7L—M)—F—TWEREE (595 nm) % Ml
EL7

2. 4. Western Blotting

B16-F1 i iz (3x10°cells) % 6cm 7 4 v ¥ = IZ 4k HE
L—rrzEL, LQd L IXLQG THMLE L 720 RrE14,
RIPA buffer THIN M, Protein Assay Dye Reagent
Concentrate (Bio-Rad)2CT% /37 &% E&E L7, SDS-
PAGE lZ Laemmli#E# v, @m0 V54 k—hr7 v
737 % Polyacrylamide GeliZT4#iL. PVDF * v 75 »
RS L7z 70y % ¥ 7, KM KPURTRT4TCTTF—
WRALFR L, HRP# A KPR T 1 IREH SO S 72, fHl
I3 ECL Prime (GE Healthcare) % H\TLAS-1000 (GE

Healthcare) 12T o 726

2. 5. LQ/LQG-mAb DEH

LQ-MeOH#E#1Z. NalO,H,O%#H Z M F L. |iAT
30 73 YR L7z & O RUBHEIZ 50 mM Carbonate Buffer
(pH 9.6) Tisf# L 72 Keyhole Limpet Hemocyanin (KLH)
ZW T L. BILTORMEIIEL 720 RUSERY % KUK
WZxt LCEMN L. diifiizifte. LQ-KLH2 > 2 257 — b
472 F 2O F P TLQ-Human Serum Albumin
(HSA) aryar—bbER L, ThooffEgak
O LQ DiEEEE MALDI-TOF MS THEEE, <~ 7 A
TIERRAME L. PUARMEIAS LA L 72 WE 5 T~ 7 A o BLlisii %
HEEL 720 o2l s 3 = o — <o
i, HATE L2 ¥ a ZI2E DA 7Y F—~< % Ek
L mAb DFER 2175 72,

2. 6. HAEKELISADREL

50mM Carbonate Buffer T#f# L 72 LQ-HSA % 96-well
plate {Z 100uL 32 477 L. HiJE % B AHAL L 720 0.05%
Tween-PBS (T-PBS) T#E##. 300uL @ 5% Skim Milk-
PBS) #hnz. 1K 72 v ¥ ¥ 7 L7, T-PBS Tk,
LQHLLIEFENVTI S =1 250uL 22, S 5IZPLQ/
LQG-mAb & & 50Ul & 43{F L 720 1 Wi fE 35 A Bt 4+
T-PBS Tk L. 100 uL ® Horseradish Peroxidase (HRP)
-labeled Anti-mouse IgG (Fc specific) Solution % Il %
SHIWIHEMA v F 2= L7z, P, 100ul o 2,
2-Azino-di (3-ethylbenzthiazoline) Sulfonic Acid (ABTS)
EIMA TSI L2005, 4050m 2B 5 OB %
L7z

2. 7. RERKHEOET

LQB L OZ0HF AW T 5 RE e %2 <%
20l ZHHALEW % NV TEAMELISA 2475 720 %
FALEYW DAEFIBTEE. ¥ ¥ T IVIEHEIE T TOWGE %
100% & L WOGEE A 50% B S 4 2 5 (IC5,) TH L 72,

2.8. LQBKLULQGOMRAEEEATE

B16-F1 #lfg (1x10%ells) #10cm 7L — MZIBME L, —
Mok 2R, RIFMICLQ D L I LQG TR L 72, Hifa
Y (X PBS THIE % + 4 ¥4 L. Proteinase Inhibitors
Cocktail # & s PBS TR L 720 M 3 WAk Wik% cHliL % Ky
Wete, & 37 maEm L, JULQ/LQG-mAD & V723
AMELISAIZTLRB L LQGOMBENE R 2 e L 72,

3. & X

3. 1. LQEXVLQAGOXZ=AmMHERE
XY ARAT 7 —<MIEBI6-FIAM L IC B 51Q %
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7ZIELQGD A 7 = Y R DK R & B 2A 2R T,
o-Melanocyte-Stimulating Hormone (0-MSH) &R Y 5
t7aryitu— e LTHWAE, a¥ ba— CGRALE)
EHELTLQ F/ZIZLQG TR L -l TiEA 7=V &
BAFHEESINTEY, ZOREIZLQ L LQG IR D>
7oo 2B RSBI6-4ASMERE 2T 7 — <Ml
Je HMV-ILIZB W T b 2 3 17z (data not shown)o S5
12, LQB L ULQGoOMEE TR SN e h o/ &
5 (M2B). LQBLULQGIE A 5 = v &lifetkrt 2 A5
b ENRIBEINT,

3. 2. LQFAEIZLQGDOTyr. TRP-1 XU TRP-2

DEAVINVERFANDHEE

in vitroF- 1 ¥ F— CIEHEFNT OFER, LQB L T'LQG I,
EHEMICF Oy F— B2 HE L 22 o (M3A). £
T AT VARICHE T ARERIEORBL 2 T L7 &
Z A, LQB X ULQGIZ I Tyr. TRP-1. TRP-2 ® %
BE#HFELZ (M3B). ORI, LQBLLQAGH
AT = A HARAERE X, Tyr. TRP-1. TRP-2® ¥ > /%

7 BFEBL EFISRENT 5 2 AR Iz,

3. 3. LQF/AIELQGNEHEERFH KLU THIVEE

EFADEE

MITF 2 i P E b I~ BAT L, Tyr. TRP-1,
TRP-2 #5170 — % — IO M-Box IZfEE&T 5 2
LI X ) EEEME % ) 5" CREB & MITF i {4 D55
AV, Akt, ERK, p38 I2 X Wl X T W, F72,
p38 L ERK IFE#HMICMITF #FE 45 2 MG Eh
Twa 9, 220, LQBIUVLQGHO N SEETHTH X
O 7 F MEENT~OEEZ R, LQ 21X LQG I
MITF % ¥ 8 7 B3 FE L7 (K 4A) . S 5ICX4BIC
AT LA, LQEIZLQGALEI# 547 X W CREB, ERK.
p38 DY YBALAEE S, FEREE E & BT YR LS
ME L7 —7. PIBK-Akt# %13, o~MSH O Hl#12 X
DMICARTEHAL SN A S = VA ZFET L2 EDBHLN
TWAAY, LQBLULQGIZ X % Akt Y AL DBk
135 o7z,

EHICLQABLIUVLQGO AT =V HRADEKE T 7 F I

120 -
100 1 L. —/— L
80 -

60 -

Cell viability
(% of control)

40

20 -

0
LQ(uM) - 125 25 50 - — -

LQG(uM) - — — - 125 25 50

K2 B16-F1#ii2icH113LQ 5LV LQG DAST= > AKEERE (A). MBEEREEADEE (B)

R | Y ¥ |
, TEe U
3
5.
CE
38 3 1 T
C Y= *
= O *
83 21
o O
sSE
1-’_'_‘
0
oMSH(uM) - 1 - - — — - -
LQ(M - - 125 25 5 - - —
LQG(uM) - - - — — 125 25 50
*p < 0.01 vs control
A > 120
2
S 100 {1 e
Q = —T
» o
c = 80
gt
EE 4]
2
G 20
G |
=
0
LQ(uM) - 125 25 5 - - -
LQG(uM) - - - — 125 25 50

B
a-MSH (M) ~ 1 - - - - - -
LQ(uM) - - 125 25 50 — = =
LQG(pM) - - - - = 125 25 50
Tyr p— —— — —— ——
TRP-1 —— L L.
. Y —F
TRP-2 w-—d—~-
B-actin | e e o——

3 LQ &LV LQG D invitro FALF—EiEME (A). Tyr. TRP-1, TRP-2 RIRADFE(B)
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532 DM Y5 %25 72012, PISK FLEH] (LY294002) |
p38 P4 (SB203580) . MEK FH4:#I (U0126). PKA B
# (H-89) 12X 5LQ X 13LQGHHEM X 7 = HIf~Y
ROWBERMH L. W5IRT XS, LQE721XLQG
FHEPE A 5 = UKL, SB203580 & H-89 THIH X 7z
ZENS, LQBLIULQGO A 5 =y AIZIEp38 B X oY
PKADEEG LTWAZ EATRIBE NI,

3. 4. LQ/LQG-mAb D{EH
So45LQBLUPLQGOIEMEF T2 N E LT
PILQ/LQG-mAb DR % 1T o 720 4 HIZ 4 1E, LQ%E N
T ELKLHZ S v )77 U8y B E L2z (LQ-
KIHa»var—1) oz -7, LQ-KLH2 v ¥
27— bOFBEIE, LQDOREEEE NalO, THERL. BIRL
THEOT VT FZKLHOY ¥ UL 7V ) 44
TTOMAICELY Ty TR=AKT S Z & TIERL 72,
LQKLHI Y2/ — baERE LTI XITREL,

A aMSH(EM) - 1 - - - - - -
LQuM) - - 125 25 50 - - -
LQG(uM) - - - — - 125 25 50

MITF e G—— . — —
B-actin | e s—

NA T F—<%ZB. L mAbZ L7z, L 7-mAb

DTAVIATDIAYE Y T ERiToM R 775X

13 1gG2a TR kO mAbTH A Z & ZHMER L 720 KIS

PLLQ/LQG-mADb % W THiA B ELISA OFf L % 1T - 726
7L — MZRAME L 72 LQ-HSA & #EHiD LQ & DFEAIC &

57 vt A ReMEt LR, 039 ~ 25ug/mL (093 ~

59.75uM) D FEHEPHIN TIOLIE & ORI BT 720 AR £R

A% 5 M7= (data not shown) %,

3. 5. MLQ/LQG-MmAb DR ERIGHRES K UHE

EEMEAERE

PLLQ/LQG-mAb DHF B2 PR 2 7212, K 2 H
1LEW B L OHEMRKIRACE IR T 5 & ONE % A
FIELISAICE DME L, IC,, #H M L7ze ZORE, &
mAb ¥, LQG (ICs, = 33.09uM). Hesperetin (IC;, =
17.83 uM). Naringenin (IC;, = 7941uM) (Z%F L T&#%
ISR L72b DD, Z0Mho> Flavone 335 & OV 3 H

B o-MSH La LQG
(1pM) (50 uM) (50 uM)

0 51530 5 15 30 5 15 30 (min)

P-CREB| - —— D - e o - OO

CREB |————|

D-AKL | St ——————"

AKE | —e c—

rerk R |
ERK | R |
p-p38 | - w— o e— —

p38 — e o=

K4 LQHIVLQGAHOMITFEI (A). CREB. Akt. ERK. p38 > Bt (B) ~DEE

-
B

N
1

Melanin content
(fold of control)

0

— Ly sB U

H —

LY sSB U H

LQ (50 uM)

LQG (50 puM)

5 LQHLVLQGFEMER T ERNDEEEERIDOE
LY294002 (LY):10uM. SB203580 (SB):10uM. U0126 (U): 5uM. H-89 (H): 2.5uM
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LB LTREESE RS eholz (D 2hb
DFEE LY, C-7 D hydroxyl# & C-2 — C-3 [ B &
AARMAb DB EE 2R E R L TWD I LARE
N7z AmAbIZLQG b BIFIZH#T 5 2 &4 5. LQG
W CHAIWELISA #1772 & 2 A, 156 ~ 50 ug/mL
(6.09 ~ 195.12 uM) O H#iPH PN THOBEE & o B BATF 2
HEMRERPEONZ X o> TAmMAbIZLQ & LQGIZIEH
CHREMEATE VW mADTH ). LQB X OLQG DT
FRMT A 22 — WVIZ 72 ) 9 BT REMEAVRIZ S 7z 19

3. 6. LABLVLQG DN ETE

LQ ¥ 7213 LQGALEL L 72 B16-F1 M7 & ## L7z & v
F4 &= PROLQB L ULQGO#HM L, MLQ/LQG-
mAb & W 7z B AT ELISA THIE L 720 60 55 DA THERE

BIICLQ F2IZLQGALE L -/far ook 54 &
— FICIRLQ T AIFLQGIRIFEA LB I N 572
(data not shown) o

3. 7. LQOFEE RN EDEEH

LQBLUVLQGOE»FHEEZHME LT, H#ILQ/
LQG-mAb & —&k¥ifk & L7z Western Blotting 247 - 72,
PLLQ/LQG-mAbIZLQG &£ 1V 3 LQIZH T 5 s A%
Zehn, LQUWHEMIBHE DLV T A £ — b OFN 24T
572 PI6ITRT LT, T ha—vB X ULQLEH
KDLV T A = MIBWTIHIFRN LN BN D0
B EN 525, LQMLILS 312 B W T 35-38kDafif L2 LQ
WG BNy R ()i sz,

F1  #1LQA/LQAG-mAb D3T7E R4

Compound Classification ICso (LM)
LQ Flavanone glycoside 8.60
LQG Flavanone 33.09 OH
Hespe(e_tin FIavanqne _ 17.83 OCH
Hesperidin Flavonoid glycoside >100 s
(¥)-Naringenin Flavanone 79.41 RO o O
(*)-Eriodictyol Flavanone >100
Apigenin Flavone >100
Luteolin Flavone >100
Myricetin Flavonol >100 OH O
Quercetin Flavonol >100
Fisetin Flavonol >100 Hesperidin : R = Glc-Rha
Kaempferol Flavonol >100 Hesperetin: R=H
Isorhamnetin Flavonol >100
(-)-Epigallocatechin Flavanol >100 OH
(-)-Epicatechin Flavanol >100 O
Daidzein Isoflavonoid >100 a2 o
Rutin Flavonoid glycoside >100 O
Glycyrrhizin Triterpenoid >100
3-Monoglucuronyl-glycyrrhetic acid Triterpenoid >100 OH O
Glycyrrhetic acid Triterpenoid >100
Saikosaponin a Triterpenoid =100 Naringenin
Ginsenoside Rb1 Triterpenoid >100
Peaoniflorin Monoterpenoid >100
LQ (50 uM)
(kba) O 5 15 30 (min)
125 —
93
68
53
41
=
K o - -
32 *
23

X6 # LQ/LQG-mAb %\ 7= Western Blotting
I2&B LQIEE R /INTBEDRH
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4. ¥ B

KifFEE, RENLZHE TSR/ A FTHLHLQEZFD
T77)aAryOLQGOFED A T = VA RFEERIED LT
@ {5720 MELQB L O'LQG D EW G B3 % iy
B4 o TWAD, AT UERICHT G IEET
Hbo LQBLULQGIE., ¥ A X T/ —<Hllg (BI6-FI.
B16-4A5) BX Ok + A 5/ —<#ile (HMV-II) 2B\ T
AT AR ERAEL, TOMEIZILQ X Y LQGA D -
720 700 LQBIULQGIZF u v F—EBRERIEMEICERE
R B ¢ 3, Tyr. TRP-1. TRP2 DB % EH 5 Z
ETATZVAMERELTWD Z EDPWHS IR - 72
B OGN T - ¥ 7 F VARETR O RN R £ H 5 H# 12
LA RETEOL L, LQ L LQGIEp38 L 'PKA
WAL %25 &2 L, CREBOY Y BLFHEZ ¥ 5%
Bd L ITEENICMITFORB 2583 52 L T, Tyr.
TRP-1. TRP2DFH#EHOTA T = VK& RHE L T
WhHZEARBEN(KT),

EHICHEA T, LQB L LQGOMBIA THZE) - 54,
RS oORE HEEE LT, R mAb O/ER %175
770 AWFZECIE, LQKLHI Y V27— FaRERL L
TYTRACRIET LI ETNHA T F=<ZB L. T
LQ/LQG-mAb OEEUZ KT L7z AmAbiE. LQ & LQG
{2 2 T Hesperetin & Naringenin {25 L T 387 FO (3R
I Z OO Flavone $H O & FEML &8 x L Tl
RIS RSBV b, LQB L ULQGOEHET
ANTICHE R Y —ViZz D) 9 2 REMEAVRIZ S 7z, $T
LQ/LQG-mAb # H\W 728 AWM ELISA # W T, LQB &
C'LQGALHE L 72 B16-F1 fila kv 7 4 £ — MO LQ

PV

7 LaLae

/_’-———4 Binding Protein r—\
. (35-38kDa) A

Cytoplasm

-
~————

7 LQBLVLQAG ICE D X T = ERIBED Y FHEE

BIUOLQGEZME L7225 LQBLUPLQGIRIZEAL
M Shehrolze ZORRIE BV IFA - FHOLQ
B L 'LQG & A ELISA @ & @ 0.39 ~ 25ug/mL (0.93
~5975uM) LT TH 2 7-0MHMTE hd o2& 2 51
LQB L OLQGIZMIIAIZIZZ < B A F g Il 2
HOLET 5 —FIHG LTV LEZ TV, S5
PLLQ/LQG-mADb # —k¥ifk & L 72 Western Blotting D #%
R LQTH AL 2z MlBH kDL T A £— MZBWT,
35-38kDaff L IZLQ#E A & v /X7 BNy o S h
720 Z1iEp38. ERK. CREBZSD YERL S N-HFf & &
—HLTWwWbIENH, LQMGY YISV HDRA T =V
LR~ ORG2IRIE S N5,

FIANANAF Y —HIROFERIZE D, RIMLEW
DOREWN ST O E % RABMEPTEIRIC R > TETWS
B RIRHROAEIGHEW - D% I3 H—Tld 7% o
Bz o2 L, BENGTLOMEMRT71=74
—DEWHEHTH Y TS 722 1 25% v BIIEDE
GFRIEE LT, T74 =274 —20x 74—k
T 7O =TERLLAOLNTVEY, ZNLOFPET
BRADD L7208 L WFEPIROLN TS, K4l
PR R mAb 2 — V& LT, A5 oM<
FLHE N O BRI LR 5 TR ECT ) MATW S, K
TR RS OIS 2 B 5 L33 7% < Al Al
WCOMBANEELE V) FIESE Db, LA LS, B
o E BRI T O ETAM L, Pk ¥ b — 75w
L1 TH PR DHE S TEFTITHRIETE L WTTREE DS
Hbo Tz BHS L NG T B O ERDEWIGE
¥, Immunocytochemistry (ICC) % Western Blotting T
BRI TERWENDL DD, AIFETHW2PLQ/LQG-
mAb %, Western Blotting TIZLQ#EH ¥ » /37 & & B
TE7H, ICCTIRIHF MM TE Zh -7 (data not
shown)o. &%, LQ#EE Y v 2327 A2 LQ/LQG-mADb %
7RIS X D AL, BHEOMEIC X VY
VI ERET A TFETHD, T/ =T DHEL S
mAb 2 & % ICC % Western Blotting Mz T, 774 =
TA—I/AR T T T4 =R TU—-TEBT) L
Ty LQB L ULQGOMIBNOZE) - BRI /5T &
EHEELRL DL L2, PURRMEEDRFR mAD 2 Flwv
TIRMTAS, AT = VA& HEd 2 RKIRLE T O HEiE
BT 7= M SN 2 2L T 5,

(# &

KWFROFTIZH2) T ARX PO Y —HIZERERM R X )
T EF LA LR LT ES, 72,
ARIEFE D IR IEE T B 5 EMERS R 23 o 1IE1E
Y%, EREHEOBEARED TOZHEB LT
WX DAL L RIFE S,
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